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statue of a prostitute as a tribute to 
prostitutes worldwide. Sadly, this 
strikes me as one of those times when 
we are able to step back and see just 
how far we have regressed. The last 
thing the world’s prostitutes need is a 
statue commemorating the sex indus-
try. The sex industry in places like 
Amsterdam and countless other cities 
worldwide is not something to be cele-
brated. It is a tragedy marked by 
forced sexual servitude, demeaning 
human exploitation, and unspeakable 
brokenness. 

Each year, countless numbers of girls 
are kidnapped and forced into sexual 
slavery. They lose not only their basic 
human dignity; many will lose their 
lives. 

Mr. Speaker, these people don’t need 
a statue. We need to help them get out 
of this exploitative lifestyle. 

f 

COMPLETION OF 100 HOURS 

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, during the 
last election, Democrats had a con-
versation with the American people. 
We listened to their concerns; the sky-
rocketing prices of college tuition and 
prescription drugs, the dangerously low 
minimum wage, the persisting security 
threats to our Nation, gas price 
gouging by Big Oil, and the disgraceful 
way the House has been conducting the 
People’s business, and we promised to 
act quickly to make important changes 
and take America in a new direction. 

I am pleased that we can report to 
those millions of Americans who voted 
to elect a Democratic majority in Con-
gress, we have heard your concerns and 
we have taken action. Already less 
than 100 hours into this new Demo-
cratic Congress, we have passed legisla-
tion to clean up House ethics rules, im-
plement the 9/11 Commission rec-
ommendations, raised the minimum 
wage, end Federal subsidies to Big Oil, 
and lower the price of prescription 
drugs and a college education. 

Mr. Speaker, great progress has been 
made already this session, but these 
first 100 hours are just the beginning. 
Democrats are committed to con-
tinuing to improve the lives of all 
Americans. That is what we were elect-
ed to do. 

f 

b 1015 

NORTHERN IRELAND PEACE 
PROCESS 

(Mr. WALSH of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WALSH of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I come to the House floor this 
morning with my good friend and col-
league, RICHARD NEAL of Massachu-
setts, to draw attention to the North-
ern Ireland peace process. 

Many remember Northern Ireland’s 
troubles with the endless bombings, 

bullets, bloodshed and continuous cycle 
of violence. The fight was for civil 
rights and national aspiration. The 
combatants made a conscious decision 
to end the killing and reach a com-
promise. 

Thanks to the efforts of the British, 
Irish and American governments and 
the political leaders of Northern Ire-
land, we have had peace for about 10 
years. But they are still struggling to 
implement the Good Friday Agreement 
that provides for power sharing, pro-
portional representation and self-gov-
ernance. 

Over the years, in the face of signifi-
cant criticism, Sinn Fein has delivered 
on every commitment outlined in the 
Good Friday Agreement. 

We now look to Ian Paisley and the 
Democratic Unionist Party to step up 
and deliver on behalf of the Unionist 
community. It is time for the DUP to 
validate their word given at St. An-
drews by unequivocally committing to 
a devolved power sharing government 
with Sinn Fein. They must make good 
on their word and consummate their 
remarkable achievement. An historic 
moment is dawning on the island of 
Ireland. It is time to act. 

f 

COMPLETION OF 100 HOURS 
(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, last No-
vember the American people over-
whelmingly called for change in Con-
gress and a change in the direction of 
this country. In the first 100 hours 
after taking office the new Democratic 
majority answered that call by passing 
significant legislation to begin taking 
this Congress and this country in a new 
direction. 

First, we passed groundbreaking eth-
ics reform and fiscal responsibility 
rules to clean up the way Congress op-
erates. Then we implemented the rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission, 
a long overdue step towards making 
our Nation safer. We went on to raise 
the minimum wage for millions of 
working Americans, gave HHS the abil-
ity to negotiate cheaper prescription 
drug prices for millions of seniors, and 
made college tuition more affordable 
for millions of students. And just yes-
terday, we repealed Republican policies 
that gave corporate welfare to big oil 
companies instead of investing those 
funds in consumer relief alternative 
fuels and energy efficient technology. 

Mr. Speaker, Democrats were elected 
because Americans wanted to see real 
change in Congress, and we have not 
let them down. The legislation we 
passed will make a real difference in 
the lives of all Americans, and we can 
all be proud of the great start that we 
have made right here in this House. 

f 

GLOBAL WARMING TASK FORCE 
(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, recently 
the Speaker has indicated that she in-
tends to appoint a special task force, a 
select committee, to investigate global 
warming. The committee I serve on, 
Energy and Commerce, has jurisdiction 
on this matter and, in fact, we have 
had a hearing on this subject on July 
27, 2006 in our oversight subcommittee. 
We investigated the so-called hockey 
stick effect. The hearing showed that 
there is a lot of information on global 
warming and that this is a very serious 
issue. But I question the need for an-
other committee when the Energy and 
Commerce has full legislative power to 
continue to investigate and legislate. 
The committee the Speaker has des-
ignated will duplicate what is already 
in place with the longstanding exper-
tise on the Energy and Commerce. In 
fact, as the chairman of the Energy 
and Commerce Committee recently 
said, ‘‘We are just empowering a bunch 
of enthusiastic amateurs to go around 
and make speeches and make commit-
ments that will be very difficult to 
honor.’’ 

f 

GIVING AMERICANS WHAT THEY 
WANT IN A BIPARTISAN FASHION 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, last 
year during the political campaign, 
House Democrats promised to pass six 
pieces of legislation if the American 
people trusted us with control of the 
House. The American people were look-
ing for a new direction and turned to 
us to get them there. 

In the first 3 weeks of the new Con-
gress, we have not disappointed. Demo-
crats have delivered on all six prom-
ises. During 100 hours we have in-
creased the minimum wage, imple-
mented the 9/11 Commission rec-
ommendations, cut student loan inter-
est rates in half, repealed preposterous 
welfare handouts to Big Oil, approved 
Federal funding for promising stem 
cell research, and provided our govern-
ment the ability to negotiate lower 
prescription drug prices for America’s 
seniors. 

Six major pieces of legislation passed 
by this House within the first 100 hours 
of the 110th Congress. And this legisla-
tion begins to move our Nation in a 
new direction, one where the needs of 
all Americans are finally addressed 
here on the House floor. These six 
pieces of legislation will produce real 
results for the American people, and 
that is why they garnered such strong 
bipartisan support over the last 3 
weeks. And this is only the beginning. 

f 

FREEZING WEATHER IN 
CALIFORNIA 

(Mr. MCCARTHY of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 
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Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to talk of the se-
vere damage that the recent freezing 
weather in the Central Valley and Cen-
tral Coast has had on our crops. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress must do what 
we can to help the hardworking farm-
ers and workers who were hit this past 
week with freezing weather and are 
predicted to have lost almost all their 
crops which feed our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, California’s fresh citrus 
industry is valued at over $1 billion and 
provides 95 percent of the country’s 
fresh citrus. Kern County alone, which 
I represent, produced over $350 million 
worth of citrus in 2005. While we do not 
know the full extent of the damage yet, 
over 75 percent of our citrus crops may 
have been lost. 

Also in my district is San Luis 
Obispo, where over $7 million worth of 
avocados were grown last year, this 
freeze could have ruined the next 
year’s crops as well. 

My heart goes out to all my constitu-
ents who have spent sleepless nights 
trying to save their crops. I applaud 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, who 
has already declared a state of emer-
gency in Kern and San Luis Obispo and 
eight other counties. My California 
colleagues and I have already sent a 
letter to the Agriculture Secretary. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask this Congress to 
speed all Federal disaster assistance 
they can to California farmers and 
workers. 

f 

100 HOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
teresting to hear the Republicans belit-
tling the 100 hours, say, well, we really 
didn’t do much. It is low hanging fruit. 
Well, if that is so, why in the last 12 
years did the Republicans not raise the 
Federal minimum wage? In fact, they 
didn’t even allow a vote on raising the 
Federal minimum wage in the last dec-
ade, and they would belittle that be-
cause they don’t care about working 
people in this country. 

They said a year ago, their leaders in 
face of the Abramoff scandal which en-
veloped the Republican Party, that 
they would have ethics reform on the 
floor and passed before the end of Feb-
ruary. Well, February came and went. 
We got it done in January, a year later, 
after we took control. They couldn’t 
even clean up their own mess. And they 
belittle what we are doing. 

A year ago, they jammed through 
legislation to raise the cost of student 
financial aid to pay for tax cuts for 
wealthy investors, to extend those tax 
breaks from 2008 to 2010. Yesterday, we 
passed legislation to cut the costs of 
interest and student financial aid in 
half. We took on big banks, and we will 
take on the wealthy investors. There is 
a big difference in this Congress, and 
the Republicans are whining. 

THE HOLD ON TO YOUR WALLET 
CONGRESS 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, this 
is the ‘‘Hold on to Your Wallet Con-
gress’’ because they have spent 100 
hours getting into the taxpayers’ wal-
let, and as we have heard them say, 
they have just gotten started. 

We have had no regular order, no 
rules. They have made it easier to raise 
taxes by passing a semblance of 
PAYGO that makes spending perma-
nent and tax relief temporary. 

They don’t want recorded votes be-
cause they don’t want their constitu-
ents to know what they are voting on. 
They have passed a 9/11 bill that our 
private industry tells us is going to be 
billions of dollars in cost to the tax-
payer. We have a minimum wage bill 
that is going to cost billions of dollars 
to small businesses and also brought 
about the Tunagate scandal. 

Yes, you know, we are seeing it on 
every front, an energy bill that is going 
to raise taxes, not make gas more af-
fordable, student loan legislation that 
doesn’t do one single thing to help stu-
dents get into college and stay in col-
lege. 

Yes, hold on to your wallet, Mr. 
Speaker. They are coming for it. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PETTY OFFICER 
DUSTIN KIRBY 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share one of the many stories 
of bravery from our Armed Forces sta-
tioned in Iraq. I want to tell you about 
Navy Petty Officer Dustin Kirby, a na-
tive of Hiram, Georgia, a skilled Navy 
corpsman attached to the 2nd Marine 
Division in Iraq. 

Petty Officer Kirby was injured by 
sniper fire outside of Fallujah on 
Christmas Day. I had the honor of vis-
iting him and his family at Bethesda 
Naval Hospital earlier this week, and I 
was deeply moved by his courage and 
dedication to the defense of our Nation. 

From my visit, it was clear Petty Of-
ficer Kirby had touched many lives. In 
fact, while we visited he got a phone 
call from his fellow troops overseas. 

His wife, Lauren, his parents, Jack 
and Gail, his brother and sister, all 
shared with me their praise of his brav-
ery and resolve. 

Mr. Speaker, it is because of soldiers 
like Petty Officer Dustin Kirby that I 
know we will achieve victory in Iraq. 
The dedication and determination of 
our Armed Forces is what protects our 
Nation every day and what will ulti-
mately help deliver security and free-
dom in the Middle East. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in 
commending Petty Officer Kirby for 
his service. 

CONGRATULATING ELIZABETH 
ELZA 

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to extend congratulations to 
Elizabeth Elza of Elkins, West Vir-
ginia, who was recently awarded the 
Most Outstanding Junior Trooper 
Award in the 11th annual West Virginia 
State Junior Trooper Academy. Eliza-
beth’s hard work, dedication and out-
standing performance contributed to 
her recognition as the top junior troop-
er. 

At the Junior Trooper Academy, jun-
ior troopers are trained in law enforce-
ment activities to expose them to the 
criminal justice and law enforcement 
career fields during an intensive 5-day 
period. Candidates are between 14 and 
17 years old and must be recommended 
by a State legislator, school super-
intendent or uniformed member of the 
State police. 

Elizabeth is truly a leader in her 
community and among her peers. We 
need more women in leadership posi-
tions, and I am pleased to say that 
Elizabeth is well on her way to being a 
role model for future young women in 
West Virginia. Elizabeth is not only a 
leader in her community, but an ac-
complished athlete as a member of, get 
this, the Elkins High School wrestling 
team. 

I am pleased to have this opportunity 
to highlight Elizabeth’s accomplish-
ments. Congrats on being the most out-
standing junior trooper. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROSS). Pursuant to section 201(a)(2) of 
the Congressional Budget and Im-
poundment Control Act of 1974 (2. 
U.S.C. 601), and the order of the House 
of January 4, 2007, the Chair announces 
the Speaker and President pro tempore 
of the Senate jointly appointed Dr. 
Peter R. Orszag as Director of the Con-
gressional Budget Office, effective Jan-
uary 18, 2007, for the term expiring Jan-
uary 3, 2011. 

f 

HOUSE PAGE BOARD REVISION 
ACT OF 2007 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to the order of the 
House of January 18, 2007, I call up the 
bill (H.R. 475) to revise the composition 
of the House of Representatives Page 
Board to equalize the number of mem-
bers representing the majority and mi-
nority parties and to include a member 
representing the parents of pages and a 
member representing former pages, and 
for other purposes, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 
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